Introduction to Cricut
To create an account:
https://shop.cricut.com/en_us/customer/account/create/
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How to cut your project
1. Click the “Make it” button in Design Space
2. Select type of material you are cutting in Design Space
3. Place your material on the correct mat 
· Blue mat-paper
· Green mat-cardstock and vinyl
            *You can manipulate what you are cutting on the screen’s mat to maximize use of  materials
4. Place mat up to machine and follow on screen instructions

**If there is an issue during cutting, press the stop button.
Additional resources
· https://help.cricut.com: for helpful info and videos 
· https://www.youtube.com/OfficialCricut:  official Cricut You Tube Channel 
· https://Dafont.com:  free downloadable fonts
· https://LoveSVG.com:  free downloadable images
· Facebook:  many groups/pages related to Cricut
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Design Pane

New - Click the New Icon at any time to create a new project from scratch.

Templates - Use a template to help you visualize your finished product (Learn More).

Projects - Browse, select, and cut projects from the Projects Tab, This includes your projects

Images - Browse, select, and insert images from the Cricut® Image Library, including your own
uploaded images, to the Canvas (Learn More)

Text - Add words and phrases to the Canvas [Learn More)

Shapes - Add basic shapes like circles, squares, triangles, and score lines to your Canvas.

Upload - Cut What You Want® by uploading jpa, gif, pna, bmp, svg, or dxfimage files for free
(Learn More)

Header

Menu (=) - Navigate through Cricut Design Space™. You can get to Home, Canvas, as well as

many Design Space features like, New Machine Setup, Link Cartridges, Settings, Help, and Sign
out

Page Title - Reminds you which page in Design Space you are on, Home or Canvas. You can also
close an open tab by clicking on the Page Title.

Project Name- The name of your project will appear here. If you have not yet saved your project,
it will say Untitled

My Projects - Open a project you previously saved

« Save - Save a project to your account, making it accessible from Windows, Mac, i0S, and
Android. Save As to rename your project.

Make It - Prepare your mats and send your project to your Cricut machine.

Zoom

+ Zoom In - Zoom in to get a closer look at your project.
+ Zoom Out - Zoom out to get a better overview of your project.
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Design Space - Layers Panel

Cricut Design Space has many tools to help you customize your images. The Layers panel gives you
‘access to features such as Group, Ungroup, Duplicate, Delete, Slice, Weld, Attach, Flatten and
Contour.
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Functions available in the Layers Panel

H 1

Group/Ungroup - Group multiple layers, images, or text tagether 5o that they move and size
together on the Canvas This will not affect how images are laid out on the cutting mats. Ungroupa
set of layers, images, or text o that they move and size independently from one another on the
Canvas. For text, selecting "Ungroup" once allows you to move and resize each layer of text
independently, but keeps the letters grouped together. Selecting "Ungroup’ on a single layer of
text will allow you to move and resize each letter of text independently.

Duplicate - Copy and paste an object in one step to create multiples of the same object.

I

Delete - Remove selected object from the Canvas.

%

Slice - Split two overlapping layers into separate parts.

5

Weld - Join multiple layers together to create one object, removing any overlapping cut lines.




image6.png
N %

Attach/Detach - Attach to hold your objects in position so that objects on the cutting mat will
‘appear exactly as they are arranged on your Canvas. Attach can also fasten a draw or score layer to
acut layer to tell the machine on which image layer the text or score line should be

placed. Detach separates attached layers so they are no longer connected and will cut, draw, or
score independently from all other layers.

SR

Flatten/Unflatten - Flztten turns any image into a printable image, merging all selected layers into
asingle layer. Unflatten separates layers from a single printable image into individual printable
layers.

Contour - Hide or unhide contour lines or cut paths on a layer. If the image has multiple layers, you
must first Ungroup in order to use Contour.

(RN

Visible/Hidden Layer - The open eyeball icon indicates that the layer is visible on the Canvas and
will cut, draw, score, or print. Click the icon to hide the selected layer. Hidden layers will not cut,
draw, score, or print. Clicking the icon again makes the layer visible on the design screen.
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Using Images in Design Space

The Cricut Image Library contains over 50,000 images, with more being added al the time You
dorit nesd to own an image totry it out - Crcut Design Space allows you to design with an image.
efore you buy 5o you can make sure it will work o the project. Additionally you can pload your
own images and cut them out with your Explore or Maker machine.

Note: Avaiable images may vary by region based on image licensing agreements.

1.5i0m 11 t0 Design Space and creste 3 new project.

2.Click Images on the Ief sice of the dsign screen for Windows/Mac computer,or ap the Image:
bution at the botiom lef corner of the screen n the I0S/Android App.

3. Here you can brawse,search, and fiter mages a5 needed.

Allimages - View featured images or search for s specifc Image from the entire Cricut brary.
‘Categories - Browse forimages by selecting one o the image categories.
Cartridges - Peruse an alphabetical st of over 400 Cricut cartridges (mage sets)or search for
2 speciicone.
4 ¥ou can sefect multple images and insert them into your project at the same time.
5.0nce the images are inserted, you can edit them as requied for your project. The bounding box
5 the box hat 3ppears around your text when it s selected. Each comer of the bounding box
allows you to make a quick edit.
+ Topleft —gelste the image
+ Top rght —rotate the image
+ Bottom left —locklunlock the image proportions.
+ Botiom right —size the mage
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Uploading Images into Design Space

Design Space gives you the abilty to upload your own images or ree and converls theminto
cuttable shapes. There are two diferent types of uploaded images; Besic and Vector.

+ Basic Images, 3120 knonn 35 raster mages, Incluce Jog, b, £, and aif e types. These fles
1 Uploaded 35 3 single ayer, 200 40U have the sbilly 1o &0t the Image during the upload
rocess These are also known as raster images.

+ Vector Images Incluce svg and i e tyes. These fles are uploaded a5 previously design=s.
and willautomatically be separated into layers after uploading and saving.

Select 3 platform from below to view step-by-step instructions to upload basic and vector images.
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Uplos, sefect Uplosd on the Gesign panel o the left of th
prompts you to choose image or pattern Uplosd. Upload Image 3iows you
s, including Jpg, Dmp, png,and gifmage flles a5 well as vector
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‘Step2- Select Browse to open the il selector and locate the image you want to use from your
‘computer,or simply drag and cop the il nto the upload window: I you select Jog, 9 pna,or
bmp file o upioad you wilbe taken through the Basic image upload flow. f you select a svg or
b, you will be taken through the Vector image upload fow:

Drag s dop e hers

‘Option’- Basic Image Upload:
1.5efect the Jpg, o, png, or bmp fileyou want to upload. Then select Open i the file selector or
Grag and drop the il nto the Design Space image upload window:
2 Decide ifyour image is simple, mogerately complex, or complex basect on the descriptions found
onthe screen. Clck Continue”
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‘Option 2 - Vector Image Upload:

1.Sefect the svg or 3T ile you want to upload. Then sefect Open in the file selector, or drag and
Grop the file into the Design Space image uplosd o Design Space ca
created from other (s 501 colors o 5 ol il utined

syers However Fyou use 3 ayered image you

sy 3re unoroupes.
2 Narme your mage anc tag 1t [ cesires) for easier searching ter. Then seiec

Uskoas mece N &1 your mage
N e e reatas
—
-— — ——

3.You il return to the Upioad screen The new image will sppear n the Upioaded Images Library
3t the bottor of the screen To 30 the Image to your desian screen, click on the image to sefect
it then sefect Insert Images to 309 1t o your design screen
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Using Fonts in Design Space

Cricut Design Space makest easy to personalize your project using text and different fonts You
‘can use Cricut fonts as well a5 any System font instaled on your computr, 05 device, or Androld

device.

Adding Text

1 Insert o1t 60l the Canas by seiecting the Text 00 10rm the pane on the lef Sde of the
(Canvas O the 05 or Ancoid Aop, select Text at the botiom-ftof the screen.
+ Windows/Mac: The Text EGit bar and a text box will appear

-+ 10S/Androic The font st il open.
2 Select the font you wish to Use. Then type your text n the text bor. Use th "Returr” key aftera

line of text Tyou want o create a newline of textin the same text bor. On a Windows/Mac
Computer you 3n type your text before selecting 3 font. The text will ender o1 the Canvasn s
Gefault fort.
3 Sefect 20 area ouiside he text box 5 close It Nowyou Can move size, 2nd rotate the text
4.To esit your text, simply double-click o double-tap on the text.The text box will open. Options to
change the font, font styie, font siz= etter spacing line spacing, =ic. re accessed thiougn the
Editbar at the top of the Canvas (Wndows/Mac] or Edit ool at the bottom of the Camas.
f0S/ancroid) when your text isssected.

Windows/Mac:

1
1o

o
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3.Click on the Font arop-down menu. Tnen sslect the
dispiay only the fonts installed on that computer.

st index The font st wil efresh an

D | Fom =~ o- =
= THE QUICK BROWN TOX [UMPS OVER THE LAZY DOG 12345¢
N = The ik oo g over ey g U3ASTES] 1888550 ()

THE QUICK BROWN FOX JUNPS OVER THE LAZY DOG 1

ke paind brews for pmp e lhe barg dog

230507
e quick brown fox jumps ver the lazy dog 1234

4.Sele

the desired font.Ify0u have arescy
o reflect your selection. Fyou

jped some text on your de:
not yet typed text the
3ppear on the canuas n the selecied font

ilchange
0 il
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Selecting a Font

“The Tex Ecit toolin Cricut Design Space works verysimiary tothe Image Edit toolwhen

sizng, rotating and positioning text. I alo makes finding the right font and edfting text simple 0
You can easiy personalize your projects.

Tne bouncing boxis the box that appears around your text when it i selected Round "handies’in
‘each cormer o the bounding box allow you to make a quick et

Rotate
°

m still smiling
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Writing with Fonts

You can use Cricut pens with your Explore or Maker machine to write any font by changing the fine
type ofyour text to "Writ" instead of "Cut” However, Cricut Design Space offers several Cricut fonts
specificaly designed to be crawn with a pen and not cut While most fonts will trace the outside of
the letters, “writing style” fonts feature etters with single strokes, 5o they are the most smilar o
handiwriten text. When selecting a o, you can choose a font with a Writing syl

Using System Fonts

System fonts are fonts that are installed o your computer or moblle device. Cricut Design Space
‘automatically accesses your system fonts each time you sign n and allows you to use them
i Design Space projects or fre=.

‘When downloading fonts to your computer or device,follow the insiructions on the font ite o app.
to ensure that the ot s successfully installec on your computer or deice. Because system fonts
areinstalled on a particular device, the available system fonts may vary between devices.

+ Howtoinstall fonts on  Windows PC
+ Howtonstall fonison a Mac

Select your platform from below for step-by-step instructions:
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Kerning in Design Space
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What is kerning?

Kerning refers to the spacing between letters or characters in printed text. In Design Space,
we've optimized kerning for system fonts and many Cricut fonts so the spacing between
letters or characters is automatically more natural.

How it works

To use kerned fonts follow the steps below:

1. Select the Text tool or an existing text box, then select the font drop-down.
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2. By default, the font list is filtered by fonts with kerning. Browse or search to find a font and

select it. Your kerned text will render on the Canvas.
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Tip: To view only Cricut fonts, or only fonts installed on your device (system fonts),
select the appropriate index.
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Bluetooth & other devices

Mouss, kyboard, & pen
-
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How do | pair my Cricut Explore or
Cricut Maker machine via Bluetooth?

Note: ricut Explore and Cricut Explore One require 3 Wirsless Blustooth Adapter tocut

wirelessly.

Device Manager.
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Slice, Weld, Flatte
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1. Select 2 layers (no more than two) 1. Select 2 or more layers.
2. Select Slice. 2. Select Weld

3. Slice cuts one shape from another 3. Weld merges multiple shapes together as one
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Attach - Contour

1. Select 2 or more layers Select an image elect Contour
Select Attach Select Contour

3. Attach wil hold layers in place Select area that you do not want to

elected will be re

the work area mat areas that may be selected willbe darkened
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Design Space - Canvas Overview

The Canvas is where you will design your projects. On the Canvas, you can add and edit projects,
images, and text.




